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DAWLISH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  -I960 

Mr.  Chairman  and.  Councillors , 

Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  I960. 

The  Vital  Statistics  regarding  the  Birth  and  Death  rates 
differ  very  little  from  the  figures  applicable  to  the  Admini- 
strative County  of  Devon  or  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  and 
therefore  call  for  no  comment. 

The  Table  giving  the  age  at  death  shows  that  sixty-one  of  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty  deaths  which  were  recorded  during  the  year 
were  aged  75  or  more  years. 

Pour  deaths  occurred  in  persons  under  45  years  of  age.  One 
was  in  a child  of  less  than  one  week  and  was  quite  unavoidable. 

The  other  three  were  all  residents  at  the  Royal  Western  Counties 
Institution  at  Langdon.  t ...  . . .■  t -.. 

Apart  from  one  death  due  to  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis,, 
there  were  no  deaths  caused  by  Infectious  Disease.  The  fact  that 
no  deaths  were  due  to  pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Poliomyelitis  or 
Diphtheria  shows  remarkable  progress  and,  provided  parents  do  not 
become  complacent,  there  is  no  reason  why  these  three  diseases 
could  not  be  eliminated  within  the  course  of  the  next  decade  or  so. 
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During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  an  untreated  supply 
of  water,  which  serves  the  Ashcombe  area,  to  be  chlorinated.  The 
Council  also  agreed  that  the  Consulting  Engineers  should  envisage 
the  possibility  of  adding  plant  for  fluoridation  of  the  water 
supply  at  a later  date,  The  presence  of  a very  small  amount  of 
fluoride  in  water  has  been  shown  to  have  a marked  beneficial 
effect  on  the  development  of  bones  and  teeth.  The  incidence  of 
dental  caries  in  those  areas  where  the  water  supply  has  suffic- 
ient fluorine  is  far  less  than  it  is  in  districts  where  the 
fluorine  content  is  low.  Members  of  the  Dental  and  Medical 
professions,  in  Dawlish,  were  consulted  on  this  matter,  and  they 
agreed  that  they  would  support  such  a proposal, 

Mr,  Pickthall  has  reported  on  the  sea  water  samples  which 
were  taken  during  the  year.  Comparison  of  the  results  obtained 
before  disintegration  of  sewage  commenced  and  after  show  that  the 
scheme  has  proved  a very  great  success.  It  is  only  to  be  hoped 
that  the  scheme  for  the  remainder  of  the  District  will  not  be  too 
long  delayed, 

I would  like  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment that  has  taken  place  since  the  appointment  of  a Public  Health 
Inspector,  Not  only  are  we  having  full  inspections  at  the 
slaughterhouses  but  many  of  the  other  functions  of  the  Local 
Authority  are  now  receiving  expert  attention.  This  was  not 
possible  until  Mr,  Pickthall  joined  the  staff  and  I would  ask 
that  you  pay  particular  attention  to  his  report  which  is  attached, 

I should  like  to  thank,  once  again,  the  Chairman, 
Councillors  and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and 
co-operation  received. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  obed'i'orif-  Rpwant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


December,  1 961 
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STATISTICS  AMD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  , . 6,091 

Population  Mid  1 960  7,1  90 

Population  1951  Census 7,512 

Rateable  Value  as  at  the  1st.  January,  I 960  £99,159 


Rateable  Value  as  at  the  31 st.  December,  1 960  .........  £1 02,557 

Product  of  Id,  rate  as  at  the  1st.  April,  i960  £417 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

31 

46 

77 

Illegitimate 

6 

1 

7 

37 

47 

84 

Crude  Live  Birth  rats  psr  1000  total  population  11.68 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  13.90 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  13.70 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales17*1 
Still  Bi rths 

No  Still  Births  occurred  in  Dawlish  during  1 960.  One 
hundred  and  forty  one  Still  Births  occurred  within  the  Adminis- 
trative County  of  Devon  during  the  year. 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  Administrative 

County  of  Devon  19.04 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  19.8 

DEATHS 

The  average  age  at  death,  from  all  causes,  was  found  to  be 
71 o 54  years.  The  average  age  of  all  male  deaths  was  71.23  years 
and  female  deaths  71.91  years, 
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deaths 


Male 

67 


Female 

53 


Total 
1 20 


Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  16.69 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  12.35 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  Administrative 

County  of  Devon  14*67 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  Administrat- 
ive County  of  Devon  11.44 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales  11.5 


Infant  Mortality 

(Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  - 1 1 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

per  1000  related  live  births  11.90 

Infant  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  18.43 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  'Wales  21.9 


He  o-Hat al  Mortal ity 

(Death  of  Infants  under  Four  weeks ) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  - 1 1 

Illegitimate  - - - 

He O-Hat al  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  Four  weeks) 

per  1000  related  live  births  11.90 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  14.28 

Corresponding  rate  England  and  Wales  15.6 

Peri-Natal  Mortality 

(Death  of  Infants  under  One  week) 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  - 

Illegitimate  - 
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PeriNatal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  One  week) 

per  1000  related  live  births  11.90 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  31.96 

Corresponding  rate  England  and  Wales  32.9 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  Dawlish  during  1 960.  Five 
maternal  deaths  occurred  within  the  Administrative  County  of 
Devon, 

AGE  AT  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Infants 

under 

One  week 

1 

Infants 

under 

Four  weeks 

- 

- 

Inf  ant  s 

under 

One  ye  ar 

~ 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

5 

- 

14 

1- 

- 

15 

- 

24 

1 

1 

25 

- 

44 

1 

- 

45 

- 

64 

14 

11 

65 

- 

74 

20 

9 

75 

and  over 

30 

31 

67  53 


Total:  1 20 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

All  causes 

67 

53 

Tuberculosis , other  than  respiratory 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

- 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

4 

carried  forward 

3 

9 
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CAUSES  Off  DEATH  (continued) 


Male  Female 


brought  forward  3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  7 

Diabetes  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7 

Coronary  disease,  angina  15 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  10 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  3 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate  2 

Congenital  malformations  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 

Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle)  2 

67 

Total:  120 


9 

4 

9 

13 

9 

2 

1 

2 


4 


53 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Male  Female 


Total 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Pne umonia 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


2 

35 

2 


5 

30 

2 

1 


7 

65 

4 

1 


77 


Total:  77 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


No  cases  of  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 


notified 

in  Dawlish  during  I960, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

In  no  case  was  official  action,  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Acts,  1943  and  1 951  s necessary  during  I960, 
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Public  Healt hlnspe ct or 


L.A.  Pickthall,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.,  Meat  Cert. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Dawlish  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

I960. 

During  the  year,  my  first  in  Dawlish,  I have  concentrated  mainly  on 
the  inspection  of  food  premises,  meat  inspection,  the  carrying  out  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Act , 1958  and  subsequent  regulations  and 
the  setting  up  of  .a  separate  Public  Health  Department  with  all  its  records. 

This  year  also  saw  the  introduction  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act,  and  following  a survey  of  all  holiday  camps  and  caravan 
sites  in  the  district,  the  Council  agreed  on  a standard  of  conditions  to  be 
applied  to  every  Site  Licence  issued. 

A start  was  also  made  on  the  slum  clearance  programme,  four  houses 
being  represented  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  It 
is  hoped  that  more  time  will  be  devoted  to  slum  clearance  next  year. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  support 
during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant , 

L.A.  PICKTHALL. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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4th  December,  1961 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Surveyor  and  Water 
Engineer,  Mr.  H.G-.  Ferrett,  M.I.M.  & CY.E.  , Cert.R.San.I. 


(a) 


All  the  water  is  obtained  from  the  upland  catchment  area  at  Thorns 
and  augmented  during  the  summer  months  from  a lowland  pumped  source  at 
Duckaller. 


(b)  Distribution. 

From  both  the  above  sources,  the  supply  is  taken  to  a filtration  and 
storage  plant  at  Burrows  Reservoir  situated  above  the  town,  from  whence  dis- 
tribution is  made  of  the  treated  water  to  all- parts  of  the  Urban  Distnc  . 

Distribution  is  made  of  a proportion  of  .untreated  water  to  the  Parish 
of  Ashcombe,  situated  in  the  St.  Thomas  Rural  District. 


(c) 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  during  I960  amounted  to 
107,300,000  gallons. 

(d)  Quality  of  Supply. 

The  supply  to  the  town  is  dosed  with  sulphate  of  alumina,  precipitated 
gravity  filtered  and  the  natural  acidity  and  induced  acidity  is  corrected  by 
a lime  dose  followed  by  the  application  of  gaseous  chlorine. 


26  samples  of  untreated  water  were  taken. 
B.  Coli  in  100  ml.  and  thus  were  unsatisfactory. 


All  samples  contained 


( f ) Bacteriological  Examination  of  _TreatedJVater . 

ill  were  satisfactory. 
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6 samples  were  taken. 


2.  SEfERA&E  AND  SEWA&E  DISPOSAL. 


Sewage  flows  to  three  Disintegrator  Stations  situated  at  Holcombe, 
Railway  Viaduct  and  Sea  Lawn.  Two  of  these  disintegrators  are  of  the  con- 
tinuous rotary-drum  screen  type. 

The  disintegrated  sewage  from  the  Viaduct  and  Sea  Lawn  Stations  is 
taken  to  sea  by  outfall  near  Black  Bridge.  The  Holcombe  discharge  enters  the 
sea  at  a point  below  the  rocks  at  Holcombe. 


Samples  of  Sea  Water. 


During  i960,  54  samples  of  sea  water  were  taken  at  nine  sampling 
points  along  the  Dawlish  coast-line  during  the  months  of  August  and  September 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Exeter  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  showed  a vast  improvement  over  samples  taken 
before  disintegration  of  sewage. 


5.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council  Tip  situated  at  Shutter^on  Bridge, 
Exeter  Road.  During  I960,  more  control  was  exercised  over  tipping,  refuse 
being  laid  in  six  foot  layers  and  levels  being  maintained. 

A big  reduction  in  the  rat  population  was  achieved  due  to  constant 
baiting  and  poisoning,  and  during  the  summed  months  daily  disinfestation  for 
flies  and  wasps  was  carried  out. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Number  rf  inspections  made 
Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 
Number  of  re-inspections  made 
Number  of  Abatement  Notices  served 
Number  of  Notices  complied  with 


61+ 

28 

82 

5 

20 


2.  DISINFESTATION. 

1+  premises  were  treated  for  wasp  infestation, 
1 premises  was  treated  for  bug  infestation. 


Rodent  Control. 


In  accordance  with  the  instructions  issued  by  the  Infestation  Control 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood,  10  per  cent,  of 
the  sewers  in  the  district  are  test  baited  annually.  Evidence  of  infestation 
was  found  only  in  the  Cockw*od  area  where  subsequent  treatments  were  carried 

out . 


Treatments  to  private  houses  were  made  free  of  charge,  but  business 
premises  charged  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  hour. 


— _ — 

Type  of  Property 

Council' s 
Property 

? 

Dwe lling 
Houses 

agricultural 

Business 

TOT  AD 

No.  of  properties 
inspected 

7 

25 

2 

10 

44 

No.  found  to  be 
infected  by  rats 

7 

21 

2 

10 

40 

No.  seriously 
infected  by  mice 

| 

k 

- 

- 

i 

4- 

No.  of  properties 
| treated 

I 

| 7 

25 

2 

10 

* . - 

44 
, . 

Number  of  inspections  made 
Number  of  Notices  served 


1 

1 


5.  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  HOLIDAY  CAMPS , 

Number  of  inspections  made 
Number  of  informal  Notices  served 

6.  HOUSING-  ACTS, 

Slum  Clearance. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  surveyed  : 5 

Number  of  houses  represented  to  Council  as  being 

unfit  for  human  habitation  : 4 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Repairs  Section  : 1 


: 38 

: 6 


© 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  and  Particulars  of  Condemnations . 


r ' 

i 

1 

[ 

CATTLE 
(except 
Cows)  , 

COWS 

i 

1 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

and 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

i 

! 

HORSES  | 

NUMBER  KILLED 

631 

10 

187 

5237 

1338 

- 

' 

NUMBER  INSPECTED 

631 

10 

187 

5237 

1338 

- 

ALL  DISEASES  EKCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 
! AND  CYSTICERCI 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

14 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

81 

1 

1 

82 

49 

- 

PERCENTAGE  OF  THE  NUMBER  INSPECTED 
AFFECTED  WITH  DISEASE  OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI 

13 

10 

.54 

1.8 

3.65 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

. 

— 

— 

- 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

- 

- 

- 

64 

- 

PERCENTAGE  OF  THE  NUMBER  INSPECTED 
AFFEC  TED  WIT  H«  TUBERCULO  S IS 

.63 

— 

- 

- 

4.78 

_ 

- J 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

(a)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

1 

_ i 

! 

(b)  Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

_ 1 

(c)  Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

1 

! 

- 

- 

- 

J 

Trtal  weight  «f  condemned  meat  : 4*664  Tbs*  12  ozs. 


Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  : 417 

100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  was  maintained  throughout  the  whole  year. 
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2 . SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 


Slaughtering  during  the  whole  of  the  year  took  place  at  two  private 
slaughterhouses  :~ 

Hensford  Farm,  Dawlish. 

Stockton  Road,  Dawlish. 

Improvements  and  alterations  were  carried  out  at  both  slaughterhouses 
during  i960  to  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 
and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulation,  1958. 

Following  compliance,  both  premises  were  licensed  in  accordance  with 
the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 


3.  INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption 


5i 

dozen 

fish  cakes 

12 

lbs. 

corned  beef 

63 

11 

smoked  cod  fillets 

126 

tt 

ham 

90 

it 

cockles 

43 

it 

tinned  food  (assorted) 

18 

ti 

table  salt 

54 

pints 

mineral  waters  (assorted) 

84$ 

tt 

lager 

93$ 

tt 

stout 

132 

tt 

brown  ale 

199 

tt 

pale  ale 

48 

tt 

strong  ale 

32 

tt 

champagne  perry 

11 

tt 

fruit  juice 

5$ 

tt 

cider 

29 

tt 

red  wine 

23$ 

tt 

white  wine 

DISPOSAL 

OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD . 

Condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse 

A. 


butchers  to  a bye-product  manufacturing  firm,  who  also  arrange  transport, 
Certain  condemned  offal  is  disposed  of  to  a mink  breeder  in  the  district, 
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All  other  condemned  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at 
the  Council' s Refuse  Tip. 


5.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES . 

Rood  premises  in  the  area  by  type  and  number 


General  Provision  Shops/Green-Grocers  : 44 
Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  : 22 
Pish  Mongers  : 4 
Fried  Fish  Shops  : 3 
Butchers  : 5 
Confectionery  Shops  : 4 
Bake-Houses  : 5 
Mobile  Food  Shops  and  Vehicles  : 8 
Food  Factory  : 1 
Cider  Factory  : 1 
Licenced  Premises  : 21 
Hotels/Boarding  Houses  : 66 
School  Canteens  : 6 
Holiday  Camp  Shops  and  Kitchens  : 9 


Number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  : - 


Type  of  Premises 


Number  of  Number  of 

Inspections  Notices  Served 


Cafes  and  Restaurants  26 
Buchers  Shops  15 
Fried  Fish  Shops  3 
Bake-Houses  12 
General  Provision  Shops  48 
Fishmongers  8 
Green-Grocery  Shops  4 
Confectionery  Shops  7 
Mobile  Food  Vehicle  Shops  9 
Hotels/Boarding  Houses  25 
Public  Houses  23 
Snack  Bars/Kiosks  7 
Food  Factory  2 


189 


8 

7 

2 

7 

16 

4 

2 

2 

4 

9 

12 

3 


74 


Number  of  re-inspections  of  food  premises  : 183 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  : • 69 
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6.  REGISTRATIONS  - FOOD  AND  DRUG-S  ACT,  1955  - SECTION  13 . 

The  following  premises  were  inspected  and  registered  for 

The  sale  of  ice-cream  : 11 

The  manufacture  of  sausages,  cooked  meat,  etc.  : 2 


7.  ICE-CREAM. 

One  sample  of  ice-cream  was  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination.  The  result  was  G-rade  I,  satisfactory. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS , 1937  AND  1948 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  i960 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DAWLISH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DEVON 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISION  AS  TO  HEALTH  ( INCLUDING  INSPEC- 
TIONS MADE  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR) . 


Number  of 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers  j 
Prose cuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  S. 
1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  L/A. 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  S.7  is 
enforced  by  the  L/A 

20 

1 

Nil 

! 

1 

Nil 

(iii) 

\ 

Other  premises  in  which 
S.7  is  enforced  by  the 
L/A  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

j 

1 

1 

Nil 

TOTALS  : 

22 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

10 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


r 

No.  of  Cases  in  which 

Defects  were  found 

No.  of  Cases  ' 
in  which 
Prosecutions  | 
were 

Instituted  j 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Insptr. 

By  H.M. 
Insptr. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  S.l 

- 

■m 

i 

“ i 

Overcrowding  S.2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

l 

1 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  S . 3 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Inadequate 

< 

Ventilation  S.4 

- 

_ * 

- 

- 

Ineffective  Drainage 

i 

of  Floors  S.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  S.7 
(a)  Insufficient 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

i 

Defective 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  Separate 

for  Sexes 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

TOTALS  : 

- 

1 

- 

- 

! 

No  cases  of  outwork  being  carried  on  in  unwholesome  premises  have 
been  found,  and  consequently  Table  3 has  not  been  included. 
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